
 

 

 
Paul McDuffie 

 
McDuffie, originally from Hawkinsville, Georgia, became 
highly noted as the man who led Chevrolet factory racing 
into NASCAR in the late 50s.  McDuffie’s cars won the 
Southern 500 at Darlington with Fireball Roberts in 1958, 
and the inaugural World 600 at Charlotte with Joe Lee 
Johnson in 1960.  McDuffie was killed, along with two 
other men, in a tragic accident in Darlington during the 
1960 Southern 500.  The accident occurred when Bobby 
Johns’ out of control racer spun into the pits, hitting the 
pit wall.  McDuffie, Charles Sweatlund, and Joe Taylor 
were all killed in the accident. 
 

 


